From now on you will be catching men
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 3 (Lk 5,1-11)

In chapter XIII of the Gospel according to Matthew, one of the words of the kingdom, the seventh is that of the net thrown into the sea: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.” (Mt 13,47-50). Peter and the other Apostles were called to cast the net of the Word of Jesus and to fish men, so as to bring them to the kingdom of heaven. 

Paul in the Holy Spirit has such a great conviction and certainty that this is his mission, to be consumed by this ministry: “If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it! If I do so willingly, I have a recompense, but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my recompense? That, when I preach, I offer the gospel free of charge so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew to win over Jews; to those under the law I became like one under the law — though I myself am not under the law — to win over those under the law. To those outside the law I became like one outside the law — though I am not outside God’s law but within the law of Christ — to win over those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak. I have become all things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it.” (1Cor 9,16-23). The salvation of men is from the preaching of the Word of Christ Jesus. The Word is not preached, the net is not thrown, there is no true salvation in Christ. 

At that time, while the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so that they were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.

The Twelve also possess this strong conviction in the Holy Spirit and do not fall into the temptation to perform other services in the community: “At that time, as the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6,1-4). When the Apostle of the Lord and every other minister of the Word lose this belief in the Holy Spirit, they are instantly no longer fishermen of men. Any time devoted to anything else, even to the highest works of material charity, is taken away from fishing. We are responsible before God for every man who remains for us in the sea of the world. How indeed one is responsible if the sole Gospel’s net is not thrown.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make that we become aware of every our mission.
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